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SCENES 
of NATURE 
·1 LONGING TO WAKE UP TO 

A GORGEOUS VIEW? FAKE IT r ' 

WITH WALLPAPER INSPIRED 

BY THE GREAT OUTDOORS. 
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Moya Ocean wallpaper, from 

II~, Romane,; White and cream 
-' -~-- floral-print wallpaper, both from 

· · · • Style Nord,c; Trianon Celadon 
~ -- - ~ and Tatam, Cocoa wallpaper, 
1 ' -c~ both by Designers Guild from 

- .... -. ~ Romane, 1111 1111111 Bin, S98, 
from Trolley; Brown and blue 
wallpaper, from Romanez; 
Mywall Glamour wallpaper, 
from Goodrich Global. 



new co1·ection 
DESIGNERS GUILD 

ROMA~~ i 
fabrics for {ife 

Sime Darby Centre #02-03 896 Dunearn Road Singapore 589472 
Tel: 6463 9330 Fax: 6463 9220 email: info@romanez.com.sg 



f 

I 

11bn"' These peach
toned upholstery fabrics 
from Roselle Mont-Clair 
will warm up any room. 
top The elegant floral 
upholstery of Sofaalab's 
Erika sofa possesses a 
delicate beauty. 

MATERIAL MATTERS 
Upholstery materials cost between $50 and $600 
per metre, with cotton being the cheapest and 
full-grain leather being the most expensive. Ricky 
Lam, co-founder and art director of local design 
collective Think Design, says prices of upholstered 
furniture are generally determined by the types 
and grades of foam used, the internal materials, 
and the types and grades of the fabric or leather. 

May advises: "Typical designer velvets and 
silks generally start from $180 per metre For 
fragile fabrics like silk, 1t is best to add a lining 
or backing." 

FABRIC/ PRICE ., """"-..SSO!Ht-STAl'll>I LEATHER 

Cotton $50-$140 

Wool $200-$290 

Linen $140-$200 

Viscose $120-$180 

Polyester $90-$140 

Mohair $250-$450 

Suede $250-$450 

Pigmented 
leather* $190-$280/sq m 

Full-grain 
leatlier* $400-$580/sq m 

•Note Genu ne i.athers are soJd In h,des and measured in 

,qu•re melAIS. 

In light of the green movement, innovative 

materials such as those made from bamboo 
and crushed green tea leaves are gaining 
momentum. In fact, May predicts: "Organic and 
sustainable materials appear to be the future of 
upholstery." Markus Acker, area sales manager of 
furniture manufacturer Rolf Benz Germany, adds: 
"A tendency towards natural materials such as 
wool, cotton and linen, plus leather retained in its 
natural and non-pigmented form, are just some 

examples of a burgeoning environmentally
conscious approach to furniture." 

Customised furniture is also fast ns1ng in 
popularity as soph1st1cated homeowners grow 
increasingly attracted to the ,dea of choosing 
from a huge range of finishes and materials to 
make their own unique piece. 

m 
ROAD TEST 

When buying upholstered furniture, always test 
it. Sit on the item and listen for red-flag signs 
like creaking or bumping noises, which may be 
indicative of bad springs striking the frame Lift 
the item and give 1t a gentle shake too - a solid, 
heavy feel 1s a good sign. Legs that are part of the 
frame and frames made of a kiln-dried hardwood 
are strong indicators of fine quality as well. 

Other positive signs are double-dowelled 
joints fitted with corner blocks, glued and screwed 
into place; an eight-way, hand-tied spring system; 

and a deck under the seat with interwoven straps 
secured to springs linked to the frame. In terms of 

padding, ideal materials include foam, polyester, 
feather and down. The latter two are preferable 

when comfort is the prime consideration, while 

the former are easier to maintain, and don't need 

to be fluffed to keep the shape If you are allergic 
to feather and down but would still like natural 

upholstery fillings, opt for items containing 
durable buckwheat hulls. 

m 
MADE TO LAST 

With proper care and some ingenuity, your 
upholstered furniture can remain stylish and in > 
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MAKE A STATEMENT WITH UPHOLSTERED 

FURNITURE AND ENSURE THAT IT WORKS WITH 

THE REST OF YOUR INTERIORS. 

COVER UPi IN 
8 
If clothes make the man, then in the realm of 
interior decor, one could argue that upholstery 
"makes" the furniture By outfitting furniture with 
coverings, you add soft comfort, create a decor 
style or theme, and add personality to your 
home. According to American interior designer 
and author Lauri Ward, upholstered armchairs 
and sofas are among the "must-have" items for 
every home. 

UPHOLSTERY BASICS 

Upholstery refers to the covering of furniture 
frames with padding, springs, webbing and 
covers (eg in fabric or leather), and is typically 
part of chairs, seats, couches, sofas and 
cushions. A multitude of fabrics and materials 
are used in upholstery today, including velvet, 
chenille, wool, moquette, damask, silk and linen. 
Styles and patterns - and prices - vary greatly, 
with some designs akin to those found on 
contemporary art canvases, and others more 
conventional, taking the form of stripes or prints. 

For heavily used furniture, tightly-woven 
fabrics and blends are more suitable due to 
their strength and durability, as opposed to light 
or loose-weave natural-fibre fabrics like satin, 
brocade and damask. Synthetic fabrics also tend 
to last longer, retain colours better and be easier 
to clean. Indeed, traditional natural fabrics like 
cotton and silk are soft but usually more fragile. 
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tip-top condition for a long time. Rather than 
tossing each piece out when it gets damaged 
or out of fashion, a few small updates can save 
you money and reduce waste. Furniture that 
has seen better days can be updated by a 
competent upholsterer, while patterns and types 
of upholstery can be changed. 

To minimise inevitable wear and tear on 
your furniture, flip parts of the upholstery like 
seat and back cushions often, so as to even out 
the deterioration. Vacuum frequently as well to 
remove dust particles and minute food remnants 
that hide in various nooks and crannies. Also, no 
matter how much they are a part of your family, 
keep your pets off your furniture, as their body 
oil may be difficult to remove. 

The moment a little domestic accident 
occurs, hurry to clean stains in order to prevent 
them from setting. Take care to blot rather than 
scrub the spots, which may cause damage to 
your upholstery and spread the stain. Always 
follow the cleaning instructions for your particular 
item of furniture. O 

SERVICE DIRECTORY 
FURNITURE 

Ligne Roset tel: 6235-4211 www.mont1cellodes1gns.com 
Massimmo tel 6749-2180/6272-1633, www.massimmo.com 
Rolf Benz teI 6734-7758, www.monticellodesigns.com 
Think O.sign tel 6252-6118, www.thinkdes,gn.sg 
XZQT tel 6774-8031/6238-8233, www xzqt.com.sg 

FABRICS 
Atmosphere iel 6838-0976 www.atmosphere.net 1n 
Romanez •e 6463-9330 •02-03 S,me Darby Centre 
Roselle Mont-0.ir tel. 6324-0661, www rosellemontcla,r.com 
Sunrin Design t., 6481-q()6(), www.sunrondes1gn com 

MIX IT UP 
Create stand-out furniture pieces w ith 
unusual choices of fabrics for the upholstery. 
With increasingly modern takes on classical 
designs, consumers and designers alike are 
showing an appreciation for unique combinat ions 
of elements in any one piece. One effective way of 
creatively customising furniture is to contrast the 
form of a chair or sofa with the fabric style. 

For instance, pairing a classic Louis XVI chair 
with a zebra-print fabric or one 1n bold hues like 
pink gives a novel twist. Conversely, "embossed 
velvets with a gorgeous gilt chair or a modern
form chaise with classic damask can look chic", 
marketing manager May Yap of Roselle Mont-Clair 
suggests. Henry Ng, a partner of 
Massimmo, adds: "Pairing batik prints with 
modern sleek sofa designs could make for 
memorable modern Asian pieces." 

Playing with the form and style of your 
upholstered furn iture can result in lots of fresh 
and surprising combinations which can act as the 
bold centrepiece which pulls your living room 
together, or a quirky standout piece in contrast to 
the reigning style of the setting. Customising your 
furniture with upho lstery can inject that daring 
personal statement into your home. 

The quilted seats of 
Massimmo's Ravioli 
sofa practically invite 
you to sit on it. .. , , 
Upholstering these 
seats from Think Design 
in a single colour 
further emphasises 
their unique shapes 


