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T
he apartment of Vincent Frey and Bianca 
Lee Vasquez looked very different when it 
was home to the archives of Parisian fabric 

company Pierre Frey - the self-named business 
Vincent's grandfather had founded. But Vincent 
spotted its potential even when it was a warren of 
small rooms with low ceilings and drawers filled 
with sumptuous historical textiles. 

" It didn't make sense to use such a nice place 
in the centre of Paris for the archives," he says. " It 
took about two years to convince my father that it 
could become a great place to live in." 

The elder Frey had bought the space, located 
at the rear of the courtyard of a 17th century 
building where the court preacher to Louis XIV > 
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spent the last years of his life, in the 1950s. Pierre 
first used it as a storeroom, but it was assigned to 
house the company's samples department in the 
1980s and then turned into the archives. 

LIGHT IT UP 
Vincent and Bianca originally interviewed a 
number of Paris's hottest up-and-coming interior 
designers to work on the space. But as Vincent 
was leaving the flat one day, he bumped into an 
old schoolmate, Marika Dru, who was setting up 
her own architecture and design practice. Vincent 
invited her to take a look and she soon presented 
the couple with a cardboard model of how she 
envisioned the space. 

"The only way was to do it up like a loft, 
where everything was 'open'," says Bianca. This 
would also capitalise on the copious amounts of 
sunlight entering through the tall windows, which 
look out onto the courtyard. Marika proposed 
creating a double-height zone directly in front of 
the windows. The layout changed many times - a 
spiral staircase was even slated to sit right in the 
middle of the space at one point. 

But one thing the homeowners knew for sure 
was that they wanted to keep some of the space's 
quirks. The metallic beam structure on the living 
room ceiling was retained, as was some of the 
original flooring. This included the patchwork of 
four different types of parquet in the living room, 
and the concrete flooring - which had glass 
blocks inserted into it - of the dining area. 

"People said we should use carpeting or 
parquetry here because the floor would be 
very cold," says Vincent. "But Bianca insisted it 
(the original flooring) would be a nice touch." 
Bianca was also adamant that the couple should 
oversee the entire renovation. "We didn't want a 
decorator to make it too perfect - and thus too 
much like a hotel," she says. 

PERSONAL PREFERENCES 
Bianca, who is of Cuban origin, was raised in 
Miami. "I like light and lots of white, but with 

punches of colour," she says. "My favourite 
colours come from tropical places." 

That said, the first item the couple chose 

for the apartment were five-metre-high curtains 
featuring a black and white Pierre Frey print called 
"Oberkampf". (Vincent had spotted samples of 
the fabric in his father's office at Pierre Frey and 
liked the design.) > 



The eclectic bookcase, I 
made with shelving 
from Peter Marigold's j 
Split series, adds a 
touch of quirkiness to 
the first floor landing. 
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The vintage Jacques 
Charpentier Plexiglas 
armchairs in the 
sitting room were 
reupholstered in Pierre 
Frey wool fabric. lk•lo" 
The motif on the glass 
panel in the kitchen was 
created for the "Wall of 
Peace" in Paris. Not surprisingly, the flat is filled with many 

other Pierre Frey products as well as those from 
brands the firm either owns or distributes in 
Europe. The living room, for instance, features 
Maya Romanoff wallpaper made from the pulp 
of a native Nepalese plant called the "lokta". 

A space off the baby's room on the first floor 
channels an indoor balcony, its walls covered in 
a classic Pierre Frey leaf print called "Espalier". 
"It was fun to use something so traditional in a 
contemporary apartment," says Vincent. 

Not to be outdone, Bianca integrated a 
few links to her own family into the place. In 
the bathroom is a wall plastered with photos 
and drawings of her mother from the '60s and 
'70s, and an embroidered piece depicting a 
Native Indian family (her father has Inca roots) 
sits near the stairs. She also insisted on being as 
eco-conscious as possible, using recycled glass 
tiles in the master bathroom and installing an 

entirely recyclable Yalcucine kitchen. > 


