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a GILDED life 
Combine high fashion with furnishings, and you' ll get something 
along the lines of these creations by the Gild Shop, a collaboration 
between home stylist Ivan Sim and fashion designer Jimi Heng. 
Expect glamorous pieces, like this vintage armchair upholstered 
in Jim Thompson si lks with a matching side table, or another with 
black French lace and Swarovski crystals over fuchsia silk. Prices 
range from $2,800 to $3,200. The Gild collection is available at 
Jim Thompson, #02-10 Pala is Renaissance Tel 6738-0768. 
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Re-1nvent1ng vintage pieces are the Gild Shop's forte, like this 
re-upholstered 60s' style armcha,r Footrest from Jim Thompson 

STYLE ON 
A PLATE 
Get hooked on Let 'em 

Eat Cake, a new range of 
contemporary teak furniture 
designed by local specialist 
Gallery 278 and upholstered 
with European fabrics from 

brands like Luciano Marcato, 
Houles and Pierre Frey. Prices 

start from just $725 for a hand
crafted armchair. Available at 
Romanez, #02-03 Sime Darby 

Centre Tel 6463-9330. 

light 
The Nightingale Mattress combines a feather-soft top and a firm 
base for comfort and support. Visco elastic memory foam in its top 
layer conforms to your spine to eliminate pressure points, while 
its open-cell structure prevents heat from building up. Bolstered 
by individually pocketed coil springs, even the nightingales would 
have sweet dreams. Prices start from $952 for a queen size mattress. 
Available at Cellini Design Centre, 53 Loyang Drive Tel 6545-8182 

sWE~ieets 
Shopping for sheets? Don't miss Sheridan's new 
collect1on, which draws its inspiration from 
garden tea parties. Bedrooms will blossom with 
its nower motifs that take centrestage on blues, 
greens and sweetly pastel palettes. Available 
from $45 to $465 at all major department stores. 
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treasure 
chest 

The world's cultures are your 
inspiration for a bohemian and 

cheerily mismatched bag of colours. 
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(on the wall( Super Von1lex 5000 Velvet Dream 

Suiwr Vin1lex 5000 Continental Blue 

PAINT COLOURS FROM NIPPON PAINT 
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The cultures of the world come together in a frenetic clash 

of colour and pattern. Take a colourful journey and break the 

rules with a cheerful melange of royal blues, Indian pinks, 

parrot greens and tumeric yellows for an eclectic global mix. 

The trick is not to match. From old signboards to Chinese 

tea canisters, gold Christmas decorations and kitschy travel 

souvenirs, everything is fodder for your decor as long as 

they' re unified with a clean background wall and anchored 

by a distinctive piece of furniture like the wooden bench 

pictured. Enjoy your v isual feast of exotic colours and shapes 

that extends the mind far beyond four walls. 

COLOUR CHOICES 

Very bright hues in colours like yellow, blue, green and red 

are the way to go for this look - think of a parrot's plumage. 

But to bring out the character of these happy colours, you 

should contrast them with quiet shades such as dark woods 

or dusky purple. 

Not everything has to be loud, as just one dramatic 

contrast can anchor the theme. Here, it's the blue and yellow 

combination of the desk and rug. 
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ceramic lloM 11yflal'1 own MlDDLI CHIMA CHIC Vintage tin m.1n ... th au ttaae $13 7. and coffH cups ..,\th nucera, S33 1 "' ~m Galene Cho Lon; Greeo IN can end 
bOOi! alyfisf • own IIIGHT MIJICHDffl OIi -a• IMKI $1 tro,n Galerl@ ChO LOI\ All o~, 1tema. slyfl,rs own 



Combine the organic contours of branches 
and teardrop forms with graphic patterns and 
shapes for a soothing but down-to-earth mood . 
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tlalance the traosparency 
of blue or:igreen glass with a 

dusty shade of the same 

colour so as to achieve 
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STYLE TIPS 
• Matc~our cheap decorative 

kitsth with quality furniture, pillows 

and carpets so they stand out. 

• Make a trip to the supermarket. 

Inspiration can be found in food 

packag ing such as the retro

looking Narcissus brand 

of tinned food. 
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in the pink 
Photography Justin Loh Art d irection N lcco Lim Te>rt Yvette Choo 

Creative DIY crafted the stunning 
metamorphosis of this five-roomer 

into a bewitching pink paradise. 

Stepping into Edmund and Valerie's 1,51 ?sqf HOB flat in 

Hougang is like entering a delirious, kaleidoscopic dream 

world. A pastel pink sofa sits underneath a chandelier 

dripping with multi-coloured glass droplets, while gold paint 

shimmies on the ceiling alongside purple sheer curtains. 

And this is just the living room. 

ABOVE A hghled bo• built Into the floor at the 
foyer display, Anna Su, accesso11es. whose colours 
inspired the decor in the d1n1ng room BELOW Shiny 
black Illes ,n the hvtng room Impart I grounded 
1oph11tic1t1on despite the brtght p1nk1 OPPOSITE 
The colours In this chandelier inspired the entire nat 
' When I saw It In Hom. lir o«or, I told Edmund 'We 
have to get thisl~ divulges Valerie Cushoona on bed 
from Romanez 
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The couple spent $40,000 on 

renovations and $5,000 on furnishings 

after consultations on space planning 

with Johnson Ng of Oranje Studio. To 

save costs, they decided to style the 

place on their own. 'Most of the furniture 

is from Ikea. We just gave it a personal 

spin by repainting it or wrapping it in 

fur, for instance,• explains Edmund. 

Valerie laughs: •1 love pink and bright, 

happy colours, which explains the 

colour scheme! 

As such, the dining area stands 

out with its black and red gothic 

sensibility, best represented by a black 

chandelier and a mirror that effectively 

anchors the space. 'The mirror was an 

abandoned one. We simply repainted it 

in black enamel and fringed it with 

feathers,• says Edmund. With the 

scarlet walls and luscious styling, even 

the most casual of dinners becomes a 

sexy affair. 

The centre of attention, though, 

has to be the guest-cum-study room 

behind the living area, which resembles 

a giant window display with its floor-to

ceiling glass walls Inside, an enormous 

round bed covered in shocking pink 

fur beckons seductively under a canopy 

of light pink sheer organza and another 

colourful chandelier An open shelf 

next to it houses Valerie's favourite 

shoes, while a console, upholstered in 

the same pink fur, displays Valerie's 

bags and accessories - a riot of pinks 

and purples. all similarly furred 

•we 1n,t1ally wanted to wallpaper 

a wal. in pink fur But 1t was too 

expensive, so we settled for pink retro 

wallpaper sourced from the Internet 

instead • confesses Valerie who loves 

the feathery, gossamer texture of fur 

The large master bedroom was 

created by combining two rooms and 

even 1ncorporat1ng part of the corridor, 

where a nit'ty vanity, complete with 

marquee lights now sits in a niche And 

near the doorway are open wardrobes 

that show off purple and pink retro 

pr nt wa paper behind the Barbie-pink 

laminate shelves 

70 HOMErrDECOR 

Bright, lively colours contrasted with 
dark, sensuous shades create an 

enticing mix of styles and moods. 

AIIOVE The charcoal and grey tones of this Baroque-style wallpaper from Goodrich Global lend an elegant 
sobriety BELOW LEFT While the gold colour and elaborale detailing of this mirror spell instant opulence, the 
pink wallpaper behind imparts a modern romantic, pop-art vibe BELOW RIGHT Hidden behind the sliding 
doors, the entertainment room's dark purple walls give a dim, dusky mood that's perfect for watching movies 
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hallenge 

COLOUR couture 
Giving it a bright, stylish 
update, bold colours were 
used to anchor the eclectic 
furnishings of this home. 
Photography DUTen Chan1 Art direction • Text Um Slo Hui 



The Japanese 
motifs and materials 
,n this room are 
complemented by 
d1ff1H"enr shades of 
green anct o,ange 

If the items in your collection of home furnishings seem too Observing the family's lifestyle and the existing decor, 

disparate to be gelled into a single decor scheme, there's Geri decided to use colour as a tool to link the disparate 

hope for you yet. Take a leaf from this lively bungalow in the pieces together. She explains: "Clara likes to mix colours and 

Bukit Ti mah area, which was given a facelift by designer Geri textures, which really shows in her collection of furniture and 

Archer of Maramiri. According to Geri, the trick, apparently, objets d'art. All I did was make some changes to update the 

is in using the right colours and in the right place. Now, the space, so that it looked more pulled-together and modern." 

home's new bright and breezy look recalls the laid-back By selecting a few key colours for each area, Geri could 

chic of tropical bungalows, despite the mish-mash of global create a more cohesive look by matching wall paint or adding 

influences within. accessories in a complementary color scheme. She adopted 

Prior to transferring to Singapore a year ago, Clara, her this approach in several areas like the living, television, and 

husband and their two kids lived in different parts of the world, dining rooms, as well as in the small guest house. 

resulting in a huge collection of furniture from around the Picking up on the striking fuchsia and turquoise Designers 

globe that had influences ranging from Japanese, Moroccan, Guild fabric that the homeowner chose for the upholstering of 

to Indonesian But despite the exotic assortment, the decor a new winged armchair, Geri spun the colour scheme off into 

was lacklustre and cluttered, which prompted them to rope in the rest of the living room. She worked out a base of pinks, 

Geri to help in space planning and styling. accented with touches of turquoise and red for custom-made 

HOME&DECOR 93 



Pl sty e c alie~ge 

floor and chair cushions The bright 

spots of colour stand out spectacularly 

in contrast to the dark wood flooring 

and off•wh1te sofa A pair of customised 

cloth lampshades in the same colour 

family visually links the colour palette 

to th• ceiling, helping to open up the 

space visually. 

In the adpcent telev1s1on area next 

door, the complementary hues of bright 

9'4 HOMl::&OECOR 
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orange and green used in the cushions on the sofa were 

inspired by a painting by the local artist Manjeet Shergill The 

minimally decorated guest block at the back of the property 

also took on a perky cirtrus colour scheme highlighted with 

Oriental style furnishings and bamboo accessories. The lime 

green, tangerine and pale yellow shades, chosen to tie in 

with the upholstery of the existing sofa, help to warm up the 

space For the reading nook that Gerl created out of a former 

chimney vent, two complementary shades were added to 

enhance the depth of the seat and create more cosiness 



Space planning went hand-in hand with revamping the 

home's aesthetics. Working with the existing furniture, Geri 

rearranged them to create more user-friendly and compact 

spaces She points out •The layout was poor. The dining area 

was in a corner, which didn't make it friendly for socialising, 

whlle the TV area by the open patio wasn't cosy at all. Even 

worse was the fact that there was a bench blocking your view 

of the garden when you walked in through the front door!' 

After removing the offending bench and making the 

dining and television areas trade places (which also involved 

Bright, modem 
palettes are the 
easiest way to 
update antiquated 
or heavily 
handcrafted 
furniture - they're 
even known as 
the miniskirts 
of the interior 
design world. 

moving the living room's sofa into the 

enlarged TV area), Geri managed to carve 

out an airier and better-proportioned 

canvas to work with. 

The new sofas bought for the 

living room are smaller, and are also 

complemented with classical, high

backed armchairs placed in vantage 

pos1t1ons around the room to maximise 

space and overlook the lush garden. 

HOME&DECOR 95 
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With the main furniture in place, the designer then turned her 

attention to jazzing them up by upholstering them in livelier, 

more modern designer textiles. 

Now, with each area of the home bustling with its own 

d istinctive personality, the homeowners get to enjoy the 

best of all worlds - or the ones that they have brought into 

their home, at least. 

WHERETO GO 
MARAMIRI Tel 6•73-7802 

LAYOUT basics 
Sometimes, all it takes is a simple 
rearrangement of the furniture in your 
home to maximise its design impact. 

SPECIAL CORNERS Create a reading 
nook or a television area in a small 
corner or alcove to give 1t a cosy effect. 

MORE ROOM Use a wide open space 
like the area by the balcony for 
socialising in. Wherever you enterta in, 
remember to leave plenty of room for 
guests to move around and mingle. 

ENJOY THE VIEW Position seating 
so that it doesn't interrupt the flow of 
space in the home, but still manages 
to make the most of the view. Take 
special care for key areas like the 
living, dining and entertaining spaces. 


