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Nation 
The different types of fabrics in the market run the gamut, 

including fine silks, linens, cottons, polyesters, viscoses and 

more. Singaporeans, being a pragmatic lot, often choose 

polyesters as they resist wrinkling, can be hand or machine

washed and do not shrink. Many polyester fabrics, for example, 

have a luxurious sheen and feel that resembles silk, but at 

cheaper prices - a boon for budget-conscious homeowners. 

•Polyester is also easily mass-produced, hence the low 

prices,• says Jennifer Hu, managing director of Romanez, a 

home furnishing and fabric store. Prices can start from about 

$20 per metre for a plain polyester, while polyester with 

Feel it, stroke it - the beauty of 
fabrics lies in their weight, pattern 
and texture. Now, get some handy 
textile tips for good measure. 
motifs can range from $30 to $50 per metre. For upholstery, 

an economical plain cotton mix can start from about $30 per 

metre. For luxurious looks at competitive prices, VC Fabric, an 

international fabric wholesaler, offers washable silky polyester 

curtain fabrics from $28 per metre and $46 for elegant, 

European-made plush velours. 

If you have deeper pockets, $300 gets you high-end fabrics. 

Unusual options include horsehair intertwined in cotton - a 

hardy fabric for upholstery. Prices can even go up to $500 per 

metre for luxury designer fabrics, such as richly embroidered, 

100 per cent silks that are shot through with gold thread. 

TOP Jasper Conran fabric 
prints by Designers Guild 
from Romanez. FROM LEFT 
Martinica collection; printed 
fruit and hous• fabrics are 100 
per cent cotton and good for 
drapery soft furnishings; Happy 
Hour coll..ction, suitable for 
upholstery. All fabrics by Italian 
brand Luciano Marcato from 
Romanez, from $100 per metre. 
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Inspiration comes in many 
forms for renowned designer 
Tricia Guild. She reveals what 
they are in an upcoming book. 

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT Designers Guild new Autumn collection, Amaranth 
ls awash with classical motifs and striking Indian colours Sofas in Ombrione 
oc.an and Olona linen. The driving force of Designers Guild, Tncia Guild 
The armchair JS ,n Varese velvet, whole fabrics have such lovely names as 
Banyan Tree scarlet and Corornandel vermilion. 
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You might not know who Tricia Guild is, but it is not difficult to 

appreciate her pioneering, free-spirited design style that has 

endured more than 30 years. Designers Guild, the company she 

founded, is now an influential creative force and a multi-million dollar 

conglomerate that designs innovative upholstery, wallcoverings, 

furniture and more. 

Fearless colour combinations and upsized exuberant motifs are 

design hallmarks that single Tricia out as a true colour revolutionary. 

As an example, she daringly offered a whole range of Indian-inspired 

decorating fabrics for her first collection in 1970, when tiny sprigs of 

English country flowers were the thing in every living room. 

With Private View, her 11th book on colour and design, Tricia 

invites readers into her world . It features an inside look at her own 

personal inspirations. In an exclusive interview with Home & Decor, 

Tricia tells how we, too, can be inspired to embrace colours. 



FROMTOP Coromandel turquoise silk and chJ1r from 

DG Home-store Curt.Jin 1n Rossalrnc1 sill< and RaJa sth.1ni 

Stripe cranberry Sofa in Tevere chalk T•as1meno cocoa 
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WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO START DESIGNERS GUILD? 

-1twas a natural progression for me. While working as an interior designer, 

I couldn't find fabrics that I truly loved and imported some from India. I 

then added something to them, to incorporate my own twist and include 

my own sense of style and colour. ) 
I have always been fascinated by the emotional impact of colour and 

I believe our sense of colour is innate. There is something almost primal 

about our response to it. I believe that everyone has his or her own sense of 

colour - they just need to tune into it, experiment and have fun developing 
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YOU SAID:"WEAREWHATWE SEE OR HOWWE SEE." WHAT IMAGES HAVE 

MADE THE DEEPEST IMPRESSION ON YOU? 

•what continues to give me inspiration might be the iridescence of a feather that I 

yearn to capture as silk, or a flash of a sari in an Indian market, or an Italian fresco 

that prompts a whole collection." 

WHERE CAN YOU ALWAYS FIND INSPIRATION? 

•Gardens and flowers are a huge source of inspiration in terms of colour and texture. 

I also travel a great deal and am greatly inspired by other cultures and countries. My 

family is also a huge inspiration to me, especially my granddaughter.• 

WHAT DOESYOUR PHOTO BOOK OF FAVOURITE IMAGES CONTAIN? 

-ws an accumulation of all the things that I have found truly inspiring or that have 

greatly interested me over the years. A flower that has been in our garden since 

childhood, the pattern of an old sweater, the gleam of a car and the cyprus trees 

that dot the surrounding landscape near our farmhouse in Tuscany. At the moment, 

I am crazy about dahlias. They have an architectural quality and yet an extravagant 

sense of romance which I find truly addictive." 

HOW HAVETHESE IMAGES BEEN TRANSLATED INTO FABRIC DESIGNS? 

-The whole process is quite evolutionary. It may start with a scrap of sari that I found 

on my travels or a piece of art of some kind. Then, as a team, we look at how we can 

take that same spirit and create a group of textiles around it .• 

HAVE WORLD EVENTS HAD ANY IMPACT ONYOURWORK? 

•1 believe that recent world events have made us cherish and appreciate our own 

spaces even more." 

WHAT IS YOUR NEW COLLECTION LIKE? 

•The new autumn collections were inspired by the classical mysticism, colours 

and history of India, colonial British heritage, Lutyen's architecture and botanical 

explorations. I believe that colours and patterns are as important as ever in 

modern interiors and India's extraordinarily eclectic history is the key to the 

heart of this collection." 

WHAT ARE THE PRESENT AND FUTURE COLOURTRENDS? 

•At the moment, there is a greater emphasis on combining calming neutrals with 

stronger colour and wallpaper. Painted walls as part of a combination are also making 

a greater impact I think that we will start to see lots more textured wallpapers and 

a renewed interest in colours and patterns.• 

WHERETO GO 

Designers Guild fabrics are available at Romanez #01-04 Cluny Court. Tel 6463-9330 

Private View, published by Quadrille, is available at Romanez and major bookstores. 
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EXPERT TIPS FROM NIPPON PAINT 

THEME WORK 
For a lively decor, 
take a motif from one 
of your accessones 
and repeat ,t Jn 
a,tterent areas. 
Consider panting rt 
on a feature wan for a 
bg unpact Mirroring 
a theme around the 
house QNeS it a 
pulled-together, 
deslgnerleel 

SOEASYI 
Draw your design on 
the wall with a pef'ICII 
and paint OV8'. Small 
areas of colour are 
easy to pamt and 
help to bit a tired 
scheme. Nippon 
Paint's Easywash tS 
a prerT11Um washable 
pamt that goes on 
easy, covers ha111ine 
cracks and cleans off 
effortlessly! 
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LOOK Florals 

INSPIRATION 

Motifs from a 

favourite print, 

drawn freehand 

on the wall . 

PAINTS Nlppoo 

Paint Easywash 

Sweetness 8144 & 

Stream 8137, on a 

base of Medifresh 

Tropical 3158. 

/1\BOVE Sofa, $1,750, coffee table, 

$550, and side table, $295, all from 

The Life Shop; Lerina fuchsia cushion 
with goosedown inserts, $166 each, 
from Romanez; striped chenille throw, 
$59 90, from Lim's Arts and Living, 
teacup and saucer. $13 90, from XZQT; 
blue vase, price unavailable, from X-tra 
LIVlng, blue and pink dish, $3-4, from 

Molecule LEFT The 1nsp1ration - fresh 
flowers/white cotton duck fabric by 
Cath K1dson, $107 per metre, from 
Romanez 


