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ROYAL FLUSH 

With its opulent interiors and majestic furnishings, this modern day ode 

to the palace of Versailles is a sure win with its Baroque-loving owners 



Taipei might be the last place you'd 
expect to find a residence of epic, 
classical proportions, but nestled in the 
prestigious Xin Yi Zhi Xing apartments 
in the upscale Xin Yi district is a 
shining example of classicism in the 
21st century. 

"My mindset was to design this 
apartment as though it were my last 
classically designed project. Nothing 
was spared to create the grandeur 
and opulence sought after by the 
owners," interior designer Evelina Hu 
remembers. 

Hu heads well-established Singapore
based practice The Plush, where she 
and her team have accumulated a 
portfolio of diversified styles through 
the years, including Baroque- and 
Rococo-era inspired homes, although 
nothing quite of this scale. 

This apartment belongs to an affluent 
Taiwanese couple who love nothing 
more than to have friends over for fetes 
and parties, so the four large bedrooms 
it came with needed to be reworked to 
fit their busy social schedule. 

The newly configured layout now 
features a master bedroom with 
exceedingly grand proportions, 
room-sized electronic wardrobes, an 
entertainment room and a spa. 

"When you're designing for a client 
like thi~. you re:illy have to keep both 
form and function in mind. The scale 
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of the electronic wardrobe, for example, 
was onJy determined after we did a 
count of the amount of handbags, shoes, 
and clothes they had," Hu explains. 

Like a modern day ode to Louis XIV's 
palace of Versailles, the apartment is a 
grand sweeping gesture of inimitable 
luxury and decadence but with the 
added convenience of a top-of-the-line 
smart home system. 

From controlling light switches to 
selecting songs in the karaoke room, 
and even the watering of plants in the 
balcony, the apartment is completely 
wired up so its pampered owners never 
have to risk breaking a manicured nail. 

But what really puts this apartment in 
a league of its own is its extravagant 
detailing and indulgent decorative 
features. Of course it helped that 
the owners gave Hu a free hand in 
designing the apartment and adopted an 
even more relaxed attitude when it came 
to setting the budget. 

So the self-professed perfectionist 
rallied together a mini guild of artisans 
and master craftsmen from Taiwan to 
mould and sculpt each roman pillar 
and cornice and carve every intricate 
wood inlay. And why buy a wall-hung 
painting when you can commission 
one on your ceiling (a la Michelangelo's 
Sistine Chapel fresco)? 

Besides their jaw-dropping effect 
on visitors, the paintings also serve a 
surprising number of practical purposes. 

For insmncc, they help visually elevate 
the low ceiling height in the apartment's 
private lift lobby and double up 
spectacularly as a lighting feature when 
specially embedded LED light bulbs 
illuminate the cherub-themed fresco 
above the living room. 

Hu also applies the artists' skilful 
work to mask certain not-so-desirable 
features inherent in the apartment's 
original design. 

DuJJ granite pillars in the lift lobby arc 
painted on to give the illusion of marble, 
while a clunl-y stain1ess ~tee! exit door 
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is magically transformed into a floor
to-ceiling height painting of a garden. 
"The owners were pretty amused with 
the dog in the painting," Hu cheerfully 
points out. 

It wouldn't be a stretch to describe the 
apartment as a museum of Baroque
style furniture - claw feet, tassels, gold
gilded surfaces and all. 

Aided by an impressive collection of 
furniture from Spain, Italy and France, 
the apartment splendidly recaptures the 
lavishness of the Baroque and Rococo 
eras, with each room more majestic than 
the next. 

"Truth be told, I had my initial concerns 
about how the apartment would turn 
out. With so much detailing and such a 
large number of materials and methods 
of construction, I feared that it would 
end up looking too ostentatious," Hu 
reveals. 

Interestingly enough, 1t is precisely its 
sheer ostentation and unapologetic 
pageantry that makes this apartment 
work. After all, if you're going to mimic 
the most extravagant king in all of 
French history, you might as well go all 
the way. 

The Plush 
n Kampong Bahru Road, #02-01 
Tel : 6220 4535 
Deslgn@theplush.com.sg 
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