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ot unlike many, Pauline and Michael 
Bass decided to build when they 
couldn't find a house that they liked. 
Except, they didn't build one of those 
boxy glass houses that are all the 
rage, they built one that is heavily 
influenced by the bygone architectural 
style of colonial-era Singapore. 

"We looked at a lot of 
contemporary designs but we 
found that they actually date 

quite qwckly. So we decided on the classic Black-and-wlute,• shares Pauline, 
a former trader and now stay-at-home mum of three. But while the leafy 
neighbourhood they had set their sights on did have a few Black-and-whites 
that date from the end of the l ~ century to just before WWU, those grand 
dames, however swted they were to the tropics, lacked many of the amenities 
- such as ducted air-conditioning and en-suite bathrooms - now de ngucur 
for every modem home. 

"Actually, black-and-wlute houses are naturally cooler than 
contemporary houses because the sun only heats up the verandahs, 
not the internal walls. And m original Black-and-wlutes, most of the 
bathrooms were to the side and sometimes the layout of the house would 
not be very comfortable. But with modem technology, we are able to 
bwld the house in the layout we wanted," she says. 

The couple - she's Singaporean-Chinese and he's English - turned 
to Ronrue Goh of the firm RG Arclutects, an arclutect the former condo
dwellers lansh praise on for incorporating their 21 • century needs and 
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RESIDENCE 

desires into the design of a purpose-built, genteel 
Black-and-white-style home with high ceilings 
and encircling verandahs. 

"One good thing about Ronnie is that he is 
able to capture all the little details; says Pauline 
as she points out to us pilasters, columns, ceiling 
beams, and even brass switch plates and beehive 
doorknobs - all of which are distinctive design 
features you rarely see in a modem home. "He's 
brilliant," she continues. "Just look at the front 
patio. I wanted some place where we could sit 
outside and he somehow managed to make it look 
out into the greenery. You wouldn't even know we 
were so close to Orchard Road." 

All in all, it took two years from when they 
first met with Ronme to the big move in. "It 
would probably have been easier to build a 
modern house than a Black-and-white; Pauline 
does concede. This is why she's adamant that 
credit for the gorgeously turned out house 
must be given to whom it's due. The squad of 
designers, contractors and sub-contractors who 
worked on the house all rather astoundingly 
knew nothing less than that of perfection. "You 
have to mention them," Pauline instructs us 
more than once. 

There's Ang, the main contractor who used 
modern technology to build classic columns; 
Francis, who hunted down appropriately elegant 
grilles for the air vents; Eliam the landscaper 
who gave the Bass children a lawn to play 
badminton on; and significantly, Maud Ferrand, 
the Paris-born interior designer responsible for 
pulling off the subtle East-meets-West decor 
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of the hou~e and for remedying Pauhne's and 
Michael's aversion to anything but white walls. 

"She really challenged us to be more 
adventurous, and thats a good thing, because, 
look around, Maud's fantastic with colours," 
Pauhne tells us. Theu introduction to colour 
was a step-by-step process, starting first in their 
quintessential British dining room - replete with 
framed sepia photos of the former British colonies 
and of St Peter Mancroft Church and Blickling 
Hall m Norwich, where they held their wedding 
ceremony and reception respectively - which 
received a coat of light brown paml 

The master swte was tackled next, with one 
length of wall upholstered m attention-grabbing, 
burnt-orange fabric, chosen in reference to 
Pauhne's Chinese roots. "When she first said 
orange, we hesitated. But we decided to go 
ahead and try 1t out, and it turned out fabulous!" 
Pauhne shares. With two for two haVlflg met with 
the Basses' seal of approval, 1t took much less 
convincing to pamt theu overwbelmmgly-sized 
livmg room purplish-grey, for Pauhnes study 
to be decked out m serene turquoise blue, and 
for organ-saxophone-flute-and-guitar-playing 
Michael's music room cum study to be painted in 

maroon. 

"When she first said 
orange, we hesitated. 
But we decided to go 

ahead and try it out, and 
it turned out fabulous!" 

- Pauline Bass 

But more th.tn shades of paint or the colours 
and textures that Maud bas woven into the home 
for that feel of elegant luxury, the house fits the 
hf~tyle of a young f.uruly to a tee. There IS an 
enormous play room on the first lentl where the 
h<b w·tm't be .ible to get stains on a carpet or 
overturn a ,;ise. There IS also a shaded car porch 
" ·here bicycles can still be ndden on C\-en the ~ 

=~t d.t), an informal duung area in the side 
pmo, a libnn· on the third floor, and also one J 
of two kitchens. which doubles up as a family ~ 

~ area "·1th a duung nook, ",th European height ~ 

countertops for 5·9• Pauline and the e-ven taller > 

M1duel to roast game birds and make bread with { 
the kid~ 

"Most ~pie dcode, atter bwldmg a house, 
that they don t w.tnt to do 1t again. But I really 
en,oycd myself so much that I m~t Jl.bt bwld 
another. And it I do, 111 call bad the s.1me 
people," Pauline U1SUb. D 
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