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Designer's GJild- 0riental Garden range featuring 
Scoop sofa upholstered with Pagoda To,le noir 
pnnt. Pagoda Toile noir wallpaper. Sccop cha,rs 
on right upholstered with Netsuke no,r and lbuki 
chalk cotton damask 

Dying for a living room 
that's more thanjust 
a nice place to watch TV? 
Create an inviting 
and comforting 
spot that's as stylish 
as it is functional. 
1t•,1 : d,·horah j:1111' goon 

One of the most high traffic areas 1n any home has to be the 
living room. Usually the centre for leisure activities in the home, 
most people use their living rooms for a multitude of uses. 
Think relaxed evenings 1n front of the television, a space for 
kids to play, a room for entertaining friends and family, or a 
room to reflect your style and show off treasured belongings. 
Just like every other room in the home however, the living room 
needs a good plan, space to grow and plenty of storage to 
hide and store necessary items. 

Initial considerations 

1 Is your living room solely for entertaining guests or watching 
TV or is it multipurpose? (This will affect the position of 
your furniture) 

2 WHI it be a separate room or part of a larger open-plan 
living area? 

3 Determine the exact dimensions of the area. Note the 
positions of doors, windows, staircases, balcony and 
skylights. These will affect the ambience of the room; the 
amount of natural light; the need for air conditioning and 
the best positions for furniture, home entertainment systems 
and lights. 

4 Will you be knocking down walls, raising the ceiling, adding 
a false ceiling incorporating an open deck or unifying 
balcony and living room to open up the space? 

5 Will you be installing built-in shelving or buying storage 
systems ready-made? 

6 How about the lighting conditions in the living room? Are 
you okay with a darker more moody room or would you 
prefer a bright and airy space? 

7 If you are incorporating any imported or custom-built 
furnishings or fittings, order them well ahead of installation. 

8 Consider how the renovation time frame will affect your 
daily life. Try and plan around the disruption, particularly 
if your home has only one designated living area and maJor 
structural work is to be undertaken. 
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Designer's Guild-O al Garden 
range Tatami no,r \' aper 
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Planning your space 
A large living space 1s always a much 
treasured aspect in a home and can also 
be a very attractive selling point in future. 
It is wise to choose the best room you can 
or even consider knocking two smaller 
rooms to create a much more airy space. 
You need to plan carefully to create a 
space that can adapt easily for various 
functions and be comfortable enough to 
entertain guests in as well. A good place 
to start is to establish a focal point - this 
could be a television, a collection of 
pictures, a built in bookshelf, or a large 
window with a lovely view. Then plan your 
seating around the chosen feature. Uving 
areas tend to become a number of linked 
spaces each with a different function -
make sure you keep all the decor the same 
throughout and isolate different areas with 
lighting, flooring, carpets and rugs, 
screens. even the back of a low sofa. 

In more compact living rooms: 
■ Opt for furniture in minimalist forms 

rather than chunky oversized pieces. 
Stay away from grand Baroque styles 
and large Victorian pieces. 

■ Use glass and mirrors to capitalise on 
natural light and give the illusion of extra 
space. 

■ Rather than cluttering the area with 
couches, have just one. Add a few 
streamlined armchairs, floor cushions 
or ottomans for added seating . 

■ Choose furnishings with multiple 
functions: Storage benches, sofa beds, 
dual purpose storage cabinetry tables 
and chests with hidden storage 

■ Avoid cluttering the space and surfaces. 
Keep accessories and artwork to a 
minimum and opt for simplistic patterns. 

■ Employ various light sources as flat 
overhead lighting can make the space 
seem smaller. 

■ Use wooden or venetian blinds rather 
than elaborate window treatments and 
opt for sleek and simple curtains. 

Technology 
Work out where you are going to house 
the entertainment peripherals in the 
beginning If you don't want the television 
or stereo to be 1n view, hide them within 
an entertainment console or create a 
feature wall that can disguise the hi-tech 
stuff. There are a large range of specially 
designed consoles and shelving units for 



this purpose in stores or you can get yours 
custom made. Some people utilize this 
entertainment console to demarcate 
between the dining and living rooms which 
often share the same confines. 

Tables 
Decide exactly how many occasional, 
coffee, chests and side tables you will 
need - and make sure you leave enough 
space to move around Go for tables of 
differing heights to hold lighting and 
accessories. If you have a smaller space, 
look at furniture that can be moved around 
easily, double up as storage or slotted 
away when not ,n use. Side tray tables 
that fit around the sofa work well in smaller 
spaces. Trolleys are also a great choice 
as they can be rolled out of the way when 
not needed. 

Seating 
Carefull7 selected seating and the way it 
1s arranged is a key factor in achieving a 
relaxed and comfortable living room, so 
spend time sitting and trying before you 
buy. Two and three seater sofas or a 
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combination of both are better than individual 
chairs. However, it is a great idea to also 
include some arm chairs to create a more 
conducive conversation spot. Modular corner 
sofas are good for smaller awkward shaped 
rooms, especially modern flats. Similarly sofa 
beds are useful for homes without a spare 
bedroom. Loose covers are more practical 
than upholstered if you have children or pets 
as they can be washed easily. You can even 
get a spare set so you can launder when 
necessary. Ottomans and stools are also 
great add-ons which make a living room more 
cosy and relaxed . Layout is crucial to 
functionality, comfort and a spacious floor 
plan. 

Storage 
As with the other areas in the home, adequate 
storage is a must-have. Clutter free sitting 
rooms are a integral, especially if you entertain 
a lot of have guests quite often. Think about 
what actually needs to be stored in the living 
room - things of enjoyment, music and 
books, treasures and momentoes - and 
whether you want to show them off or store 
them away. A mixture of cupboards and open 
shelves is the best solution - built in 
cupboards and shelves are practical, though 
can't go with you when you move. A beautiful 
freestanding piece of furniture with 
compartments offers clever storage as well 
as providing a decorative focus. 

Guild- Oriental Garden 
unng Kabuki aqua 
C:hair back 1n Tokyo 
an fabric wit11 Kibush1 
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1d btrch and Storage 
ng for angled magazine 

Ikea mage courtesy of Ikea. 

Organise storage around your routines, 
activities and lifestyle patterns. Storage units 
should correspond to what actually needs to 
be stored . For instance, choose a glass 
display cabinet only if you actually have things 
to display. Unless you' re all for the 
mismatched, eclectic appeal, stick to a 
particular style, colour scheme or similar items 
when displaying . Be pract ical! Those 
decorational ducks might look better in the 
bathroom rather than displaying them in 
the living. 

Cabinets with sliding doors save space 
so opt for these in space constrained 
homes.To streamline the living area, contain 

non-decorative items within closed storage 
units. Then put decor items, books and 
valuables on open shelves or in glass-fronted 
cabinets. It is also a good idea to use shelves 
and storage units to partition off zones. Save 
space by choosing storage that doubles as 
seating or surfaces. In this way you can keep 
frequently used items (stereos, DVDs, candles, 
throwrugs etc) out of sight but close at hand. 

We found a really great storage option 
that also functions as a magazine display 
rack for your precious reading matter. Check 
out the Norrebo storage boxes which have 
angled fronts that function as magazine racks 
from Ikea. Versatile yet so at tractive! 
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Lighting 
Make the most of natural light - 1f your sitting 
room is dark, use light colours and choose 
a simple window treatment which will block 
as little light as possible but still keep the 
glare out. Install a mixture of fixed and 
moveable lighting - dimmable downlights 
and recessed spots with a mixture of lamps 
for various tasks and different 
atmospheres.Consider adding skylights or 
resizing windows to increase the amount of 
natural light entering the room or if you can 
live with it, perhaps install glass walls so your 
home has a better flow of natural light. 
Balance out insufficient natural light with 
clever use of colour and reflective surfaces, 
such as mirrors and metallic objects. 

A variety of light sources in your living 
room allows you to change ambience to suit 
different activities. Use soft and multilayered 
diffusers for entertaining, bright but focused 
directionals for reading, indirect side lamps 
for watching TV and spots or floor lamps for 
dining. Avoid using a single overhead light 
source as it makes the space appear smaller. 

Colours 
Since this is a very subjective topic, we'll 
leave it to you. It is a good idea to choose 
a colour that helps relax you or makes you 
feel at home. As a general rule, stick to a 
maximum of three shades so as not to 
clutter your home.Think about having to live 
with these colours for a couple of years 
rather than if the shade is hot topic now. 
Pink might seem great at first but what 
happens when it goes out of style. Will you 
have time to repaint? 

Most people go for safe colours on walls 
and floors. To jazz things up perhaps go for 
a printed or colourful sofa. It's also a great 
idea to have one wall painted a different shade 
to create a focal point in the living room. 
Alternatively, add spice to a plain room with 
colourful accessones like cushions and rugs. 

Arranging Living Room 
Furniture 
Ultimately you can have the most spacious 
room to house your living room but even 
this can be cluttered if the space distribution 
is not well though out The bottom line is to 
create a room that is inviting and one in 
which your family and guests can feel 
comfortable in. 
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Designer'ltGu1ld- Oriental 
Garden ra,ge featuring the 
new Bellin{4 seat sofa 
upholsteratl with Hoxton 
ocean with Brera cypress 
back cushiOnS. Co-ordinating 
Tatami waQpepers in 
turquoise al'ld malachite and 
Tatami turquoise fabric as 
blinds. Scoop chair 
upholstered In one of the 
Hoxtonfa~. 
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